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From The CEO

Karen A. Finch, CEO

As you know, the City of Coronado is hold-
ing a special election May 19th for a vacant 
city council seat.  This is a critical election 

for the future of our business community.  For 
many year’s, our enchanted island has been lucky 
enough to get by with tourism supporting our busi-
ness community in the summer months – which 
worked to keep business doors open year round.  
Unfortunately, we can’t afford to operate like that 
any longer.  Tourism has continued to decrease 
over the past few year’s, and in combination with 
our turbulent economic times – if we don’t do 
something now, our entire community will see dra-
matic changes to the future of our crown jewel.

The Coronado Chamber of Commerce held a 
city council candidates forum specifically focus-
ing on business related topics.  This informative 
forum focused on issues that will affect everyone 
in our community – both business and residential. 
One concern was a potential increase in vacancy of 
store fronts as small business owners are forced to 
close.  

This was a missed opportunity for those who 
were unable to attend to hear the dialogue on real 
issues for our community to better understand the 
hard facts.  For those in attendance it was a chance 
to hear both factual and clarification of facts 
specifically related to the Hotel del Coronado’s 
Amended Master Plan.  With all hotel occupancy 
down it has become obvious that they are a vital 
part of the economic engine that runs our commu-
nity and supports the restaurant and small business 
community and infuses money into our community 
through the TOT.

It’s time to support our business community 
and vote for the strongest business candidate who 
understands the importance of vibrant business dis-
tricts and will work to save our enchanted island.  

It’s time we collectively build a sustainable future 
for our crown jewel.  It’s Time!

It’s Time!

Welcome 
New 

Members

Coronado Chamber of Commerce 
welcomes all new members.  We 

strongly encourage all existing 
members to support and get 
to know your other Chamber 

Business Members.

Sponsor of the Decade
Willis Allen Real Estate

Premiere Legacy Sponsor
Business Products Express 

Diamond Level Sponsor
Hotel del Coronado 

EDCO Disposal

Emerald Level Sponsor
Glorietta Bay Inn

Sapphire Level Sponsor
Unified Port of San Diego

Raymond James Financial Services
Anna Kirschner

Washington Mutual
Creative Affairs By Amanda

A Perfect Table

Ruby Level Sponsor
Drs. Heidi & William Dickerson

Hayes & Associates, CPAs
Considine & Considine, Tax Specialist

City of Coronado
North Island Credit Union

Park Life Realty
Eagle Newspapers

Coronado Island Florist
Platinum Party Rentals

San Diego Event Décor Company
Plush Lounge

Access Destination Services
Event Technology Services

Lockheed Martin
Boeing Company

{
Sponsors

As my year of leadership of this fine organization draws to a close, I 
write this letter to you at a time of great uncertainty.  Our nation is 

in the worst economic downturn in at least the past 5 decades, and no one 
seems to know when improvements will be on the horizon.  However, one 
thing is for sure.  We have an incredibly strong organization that is dedi-
cated to helping each of our members ride out this recession, and we con-
tinue to implement programs and provide resources to all of our members, 

as well as the community at large.  One of the things that help us in an uncertain economy 
is when businesses support each other, to ensure that we all keep our head above the rising 
waters.  Through our vibrant and healthy Chamber of Commerce, we can work together 
to continue placing Coronado on the top of the list for people to do business.

As this newsletter is published, your Chamber Board of Directors will be hard at work 
presenting the City of Coronado a “stimulus program” of sorts, entitled the “Coronado 
Small Business Catalyst Program,” in which we will be asking the City Council for a sub-
stantial grant to help us market Coronado as a day destination, encouraging both visitors 
to and residents of San Diego County to select Coronado as their destination of choice to 
spend their hard earned entertainment and shopping dollars.  Keep a look out for more 
information on this program as it rolls out, and hopefully gains support and approval from 
our City leaders.

I would like to thank our incredible and energetic staff, led by Karen Finch as CEO.  In 
this very difficult economy, staff has been able to attain great financial success through our 
membership and fundraising efforts, and it has placed the Chamber in a continually secure 
position through this recession.  Our hats off to them for all of their efforts.  

Lastly, I want to thank our incoming President, Dave Landon, for his support and 
efforts this year, as well has our past president, Donna Ball, for her unlimited involvement 
over the past year.  Please remember to join us at the June Sundowner, and the upcoming 
Installation celebration in July.  Details are available on both of these events in this issue of 
the newsletter.  Remember to use your Chamber to Chamber discounts whenever you’re 
out and about in town, and support your neighbors and friends and their businesses.

Enjoy your summer, and thank you again for the opportunity to work with all of you.
— Todd Shallan, President

From The President

1906 Lodge at  
Coronado Beach

Sue Gillingham, 437-1900

A Slice of Life Photography
Heidi Hopp, (760) 739-9580

Arbonne BeTrue2You  
(cosmetics/skincare)

Amanda Walker, 410-4855

Ayurvedic Integrated Wellness
Parmela Sawhney, M.D.,  

435-4488

Bikes & Beyond, Inc. 
Tyler Rowden & Eddie Warner, 

435-7180

Coronado Connection 
Magazine

Jessica Nemeth, 435-3441

Designs by LC  
(Interior Design)

Linda Cunningham, 651-4100

Howard Dixon, DDS  
(Pediatric Dentistry)

435-6635

EarthologyTech (artificial turf)
Richard Giglio, 522-7084

EcoWash Mobile  
(water free car wash)
Junior Arias, 384-8692

European Cake Gallery 
Linda Andrade-Trujillo, 

222-3377

Joan Kurland Music  
(Pianist & Singer)

Joan Kurland, 464-2525

Muscular Balance  
(bio-mechanic specialist)
Kristen Nefzger, 838-8006 

Robert Brow Marketing 
Robert Brow, 435-5315

Tommy Price & The Stilettos 
(entertainers) 

Tommy Price, 549-1383

Travel the World
Bonnie Garrett, 575-4742

Yogurt Escape
Stephanie Manos, 435-9700

We are very excited that your coupons can now 
be viewed and printed out by anyone looking 

at the Chamber Website:  www.coronadochamber.
com.  Tourists, residents, and Chamber Members alike 
can now access coupons you place on the website by 
going to any of the Chamber Information or Chamber Services 
pages and clicking on “Click Here For Discounts” on the right side 
of the page under Quick Links.  To place a coupon or special on 
www.coronadochamber.com, click on the Members Only Section 
and put in your ID number and password.  If you don’t have this 
information, give Linda a call at 435-9260, and she will be happy 
to help you.  Once you are in the Member’s Only section, click 
on “Add A ECoupon.”  Type your information in and submit for 
approval.  It’s just that simple and it’s a wonderful way to get your 
company name in the public eye and it is FREE!

Sales Tax is now 8.75%.   
As of April 1, 2009 Coronado 
and San Diego City sales 
tax increased from 7.75% to 
8.75%.  This small increase 
will insure that we continue 
to receive all of the City 
Services that we enjoy on 
Coronado.  Just a few of 
these include: our beauti-
ful parks and beaches, our 
excellent police and fire 
department, our fantastic 
community center with pool 
and great recreational  
activities for children and 
adults, and the wonderful 
library and Sr. Center.

72nd Anniversary Coronado 
Chamber of Commerce 

Installation and Awards Dinner  
Be sure to reserve your spot for this 
exciting and always memorable eve-
ning.  This year’s dinner will be held 
on July 17th in the Nautilus Room 
at the Coronado Community Center.  
Tickets are $75.00 per person – which 
includes a delicious dinner and a night 
of entertainment, great company, 
laughter and dancing to Tommy 
Price and the Stilettos.  So call (619) 
435-9260 or email info@coronado-
chamber.com to RSVP for a night you 
won’t want to miss.

NEW SERVICE: Place your coupons  
and discounts on the Chamber Website  

for all to see! 


